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Cascading problems
‘A failure in a system of interconnected parts in which the 

failure of one or few parts leads to the failure of other parts, 
growing progressively’



Earlier work in The Netherlands

• Oncology care

• Cancer-mortality
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“The lowest IRRs were found for lung cancer 
and for cancer types with national screening 
programs: cervical, colon, and female breast 

(IRRs 0.42-0.60)”

“High-mortality cancers included 
cancers within the national screening 

program (SMRs, 1.43-1.94)”



• What about cancer screening 
access and uptake?

Leading to next question…
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Screening literature

7

? ?



• Single national system for long-term (disability) care

• GP or ID physician have central role in coordination and referrals

• Single healthcare system with statutory health insurance

• Access to hospital care same for everyone

• Three nationally coordinated cancer screening programmes

• National statistics office serves as hub for population-based linkage

Dutch context



• Work by Amina Banda and colleagues

• Three programmes:
• Breast
• Colon
• Cervix

• 2015 population-based cohort
• All persons with ID indicators
• 1:4 general population comparator group

• Linked with cancer screening databases

• 5-6 years of follow-up
• Uptake
• Initial results
• Follow-up results, if available

Cancer screening in The Netherlands
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• Poorer overall health and lower
health skills

• Lower screening uptake

• Higher dropout during screening 
follow-up

• Less oncology care

• Higher cancer-related mortality

Back to the oncology care trajectory
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Bridging research gaps
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• Publications on (Cancer) AND (Intellectual disability) since 2002



Bridging research gaps
• Attention by government and policy makers

• UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
• EU Beat Cancer Plan
• National initiatives

• Engagement and inclusion of people with ID in research and
implementation

• Broader dissemination and implementation of interventions that work:
• Decision-support
• Reasonable adjustments
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Contact
Maarten.Cuypers@radboudumc.nl
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